Billy "Bill" K. Yates

February 8, 1936 - April 9, 2025

Billy “Bill” Kelvin Yates, 89, of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, entered his eternal home
on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, surrounded by the love of his family. Born on
February 8, 1936, in McCool, Mississippi, to Kelley and Lucille (Milner) Yates.
Bill grew up attending public school and graduated from Ethel High School in
Ethel, Mississippi.

Bill proudly served as a member of the United States Air Force from June 6,
1954, to October 1, 1957, ultimately receiving an honorable discharge.

He married the forever love of his life, Carol Lorraine Campbell on May 18,
1957, in the midst of a flood, in Kingfisher, Oklahoma. The guests and
wedding party, along with the bride, were flown in by helicopter thanks to
Carol's sweet daddy, Roy. Together they shared a beautiful life full of love and
complete devotion. This May would have been their 68th wedding anniversary.

In 1961, Bill graduated from Central State College in Edmond, OK, with a
Bachelor of Science in Accounting. His professional career included work with
the IRS, Milner Enterprises, and operating and owning several auto
dealerships, Bill Yates Pontiac and Bill Yates Buick. In 1992, Bill partnered
with his son, Darrell and together they owned and operated Yates Auto Mall in
Tahlequah. Bill retired in 2014, leaving behind a legacy of hard work and
dedication in the automotive industry.



Beyond his professional achievements, Bill was an avid golfer, water skier,
and a skilled pilot of his Cessna. He cherished coaching little league at the Ft.
Smith Arkansas Boys Club, traveling with his beloved wife, and attending his
grandchildren’s sports and other events. Bill was also a longtime member of
the First Baptist Church in Muskogee, Oklahoma, where his faith was a
cornerstone of his life after having accepted Christ as Lord as a young man.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Kelley and Lucille Yates, and his
daughter, Cynthia Ann Yates.

He is survived by his loving wife, Carol Yates, of the home; son, Darrell Yates
and wife Kimberly of Muskogee; daughter, Teresa Gandara and husband
Danny of Choctaw; son, Jeff Yates and wife Shawna of Bixby; grandchildren,
Austin Yates and wife Jessica of Jenks, Zach Yates of Tulsa, Jordan Jones
and husband Clayton of Richardson, TX, Taylor Stallard and husband Chas of
Choctaw, Jake Gandara of OKC, Allison Yates, and Camille Yates, both of
Edmond; great-grandchildren, Rilynn, Kynnli, Aubrie, and Carter Yates, and
Cal Stallard; along with other family members and many friends.

Bill Yates will be remembered for his unwavering love for his family, his
dedication to his community, and his passion for adventure.

A celebration of life for Bill will be at 3PM, Monday, April 14, 2025 at
Muskogee First Baptist Church with Rev. Danny Gandara officiating.

** Interment for Bill will be held at 10AM, Monday, April 14, 2025, at Kingfisher
Cemetery in Kingfisher, Oklahoma.



Cemetery Details

Kingfisher Cemetery

Kingfisher, OK 73750

Previous Events

Interment

APR 14. 10:00 AM (CT)

Kingfisher Cemetery

Kingfisher, OK 73750

Memorial Service

APR 14. 3:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church Muskogee
111 S. 7th Street
Muskogee, OK 74401



Tribute Wall

Jeff and Sissy Christian purchased the Country B
asket Blooms for the family of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Jeff and Sissy Christian - April 13, 2025 at 10:47 AM

Jeff and Sissy Christian planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Jeff and Sissy Christian - April 13, 2025 at 10:47 AM

Richard F. purchased the Lavender Reflections S
pray for the family of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Richard F. - April 12, 2025 at 10:26 AM

Mike Hendren purchased the Arrive in Style for
the family of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Mike Hendren - April 11, 2025 at 03:04 PM


https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Mike Hendren planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Mike Hendren - April 11, 2025 at 03:04 PM

Dave & Carol Wildman purchased the Emerald G
arden Basket for the family of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Dave & Carol Wildman - April 11, 2025 at 02:38 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

April 11, 2025 at 01:02 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

April 11, 2025 at 01:02 PM

Bill & Wendy Britt purchased the Days of Sunshin
e Bouquet for the family of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Bill & Wendy Britt - April 11, 2025 at 12:58 PM


https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Bill & Wendy Britt planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Billy "Bill" K. Yates.

Bill & Wendy Britt - April 11, 2025 at 12:58 PM

I never had the honor of meeting your dad Teresa, but | will never
forget his generosity to me. When my car was stolen that had a hot
water tank in the car, your dad sent me the money to buy a new hot
water tank. | didn't ask, you just | am sure in just conversation
mentioned what had happened to me and your dad decided to help
me. Even though the insurance would pay for it, he wanted me to
have a hot water tank now, and not wait for the insurance to pay..
This touched my heart so deeply, | cannot wait to get to heaven to
thank him personally. Praying for all of your family and the many
friends and strangers who were touched by this Godly man.

all my love

Vicki Phillips

OKC, OK

Vicki Phillips - April 11, 2025 at 12:29 PM



