
John Michael Basham
July 26, 1958 - March 9, 2023

John Michael “Mike” Basham, 64 of Tulsa, Oklahoma, passed from this earth
on March 9, 2023. 

 John Michael Basham was born in Muskogee Oklahoma on July 26, 1958. His
parents are Dale and Darlene Cowan from Muskogee, Oklahoma. John was
predeceased by his brother, Paul Basham. 

 John is survived and missed by his loving wife Frances whom he adored and
cherished, and the children he loved so much; Cody Terrell and Fiancée’ Baily
Long from Sallisaw, OK, and Brittany and husband Colt Gillion from Sand
Springs, OK. His sisters Laurie and husband Ed Safran and Melissa Kathy
and husband Bruce Brotzman all from Grainola, Oklahoma and his brother
Anthony and wife Tonya Cowan from Muskogee, OK. Mother-in-Law Sue
Emler from Gore, OK and his niece Susan and Michael Westbrook and their
children Ameriah and Kali from Tulsa, OK. He will be forever cherished and
remembered by his grandchildren as their “PaPa”: Landon, Freya, Kymber,
Eydn, and Jade, and so many brothers and sister’s in-law and friends. 

 John served with honor in the U.S. Army as an Army Medic stationed in
Germany. John avidly wrote letters home to his parents and siblings sharing
his adventures. After his separation from the U.S. Army, John continued to
serve his country in various U.S. Government positions at the Dept. of
Veterans Affairs. He shared his knowledge and talents as a Supervisor and
Logistician at the Jack C. Montgomery VA Medical Center. John was a master
at sourcing medical supplies and equipment as his knowledge and use of the



products was invaluable to caring for our Veterans to ensure they received the
best products available. 

 John had a second love – his pure love of Music. John had a music room in
his home dedicated to his love of music where he would listen to music from
all genres every day. He knew not only the songs, but the artists and their
personal stories. When John returned from Germany he had two duffel bags,
one entire bag was filled with brand new socks, he stated “nothing feels better
on your feet than new socks”. Intertwined with his clothes and his socks were
hundreds of CDs he listened to during his service to our country. 

 John loved swimming, even as a small child. He continued his love for the
beach and took his beautiful wife Frances to beaches around the world. They
would plan their annual beach vacation with avid enthusiasm and would return
and share their numerous adventures and activities from their trips. He shared
his love of water with his grandbabies and taught them all to swim and learn
water safety. So many beautiful memories were had at the pool. 

 John was a “Muskogee Foodie” and would rival anyone who dared tell him
there was a better hot dog than Chets 😊 He also loved Mexican food – the
hotter and spicier the better. 
There are no words that can express how grateful and blessed we are to our
friends and family who were there for us during the years John and I were
together on this earth. He was loved by so many and a special quote “Great
men are engraved in the heart of every soul of everyone who had the privilege
to know him”. 

 Family conducted services will be held Thursday, March 23rd, at 1:00 p.m. at
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 3008 E. Hancock St.,
Muskogee. Military honors will be held Tuesday, March 28th at 2:30 p.m. at
the National Cemetery located in Ft. Gibson, OK.



Cemetery Details

Fort Gibson National Cemetery

1423 National Cemetery Rd.
Fort Gibson, OK

Previous Events

Family conducted memorial service

MAR 23. 1:00 PM (CT)

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
3008 E Hancock St
Muskogee, OK 74403
(918) 687-8861
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October 23, 2023 at 09:38 AM

John Michael Basham

Neal and Terry Hansen and Mom - March 20, 2023 at 03:25
PM

Neal and Terry Hansen and Mom purchased the
Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of John
Michael Basham.

Sherry - March 19, 2023 at 03:17 PM

Basham was not only my friend but he was my big brother I never
has. I loved him dearly and I miss that man so much. If it wasn't for
my best friend Frankie I wouldn't have ever met him. Thank you
Frankie! That man loved you more than life sis! You was his
everything. You brought him a whole family into his life. Your family
changed him in so many ways. He loved your kids and grand babies
like they were his own. Well they were his own in his eyes and that
is all that mattered! He spoiled them also. Basham until I see you
again!

https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


CW

Craig Wright - March 16, 2023 at 11:20 AM

Mike was not only my boss but my mentor and friend, he was truly
the most influential man in my entire life, trust me when I say I ate
many chet dogs with this man, lol. I would walk into his office every
morning and kiss his forehead ( just to see him grimace) Frankie I'm
glad you had the very few years you had with "Basham" I know he
loved you.


