John Lester Champlin Jr.

September 5, 1946 - May 18, 2026

John Lester Champlin Jr. was born on September 5, 1946, in Westerly, Rhode
Island, to John Lester Champlin Sr. and Margarite Jane DePerry Champlin.
He passed away leaving behind a legacy of family, friendship, leadership, and
service to his community.

John was the oldest of three boys and shared his life with his brothers,
Richard George Champlin and the late Edward Douglas Champlin, as well as
his sisters, Cheryl Thies and Melissa Champlin.

He spent much of his youth enjoying the beaches and ocean life of beautiful
Westerly, Rhode Island. He loved adventure and fun, water skiing in the
ocean, building his own small boat, and spending time with many lifelong
friends. One of his favorite stories was skipping school with a friend to fly to
the 1964 New York World’s Fair. He graduated from Westerly High School.

At a young age, John married Rose Mary Smith, and together they were
blessed with three children: John Lester Champlin Ill, James Edward
Champlin, and Jodie Beth Champlin.

John was a hardworking provider and a gifted businessman. While attending
the University of Rhode Island, he became the youngest manager in the
history of W. T. Grant at the age of 19. As his career advanced, the family



relocated several times, moving from Westerly, Rhode Island, to Plainville,
Connecticut, where he developed a training program used in W. T. Grant
restaurants throughout the country. Further promotions took the family to
Nashua, New Hampshire, and eventually to Los Angeles, California, where he
served as Regional Manager. Following his time with W. T. Grant, John began
a successful career with Arby’s as a District Manager overseeing seven
western states. He formed many lifelong friendships during his years with
Arby’s and was later promoted to Vice President of Operations for RTM
Restaurant Group, which operated more than 200 Arby’s Restaurants. This
promotion brought the family to Atlanta, Georgia, to work at the Arby’s home
office.

Later, John moved to Muskogee, Oklahoma, for an opportunity to purchase
Fast Food Systems, which owned the Tastee-Freez franchise rights for
Oklahoma, Arkansas, northern Texas, and parts of Kansas, overseeing
approximately 150 units. He later purchased Jasper’s Restaurant and spent
decades building it into one of the premier restaurants in the region. Jasper’s
proudly served the community for 35 years before his retirement.

Throughout his career, John employed hundreds of people and became
known for his commitment to service excellence, mentorship, and strong
leadership. Even in retirement, he continued giving back to the community
through Grace Episcopal Church, where he helped develop the church meal
program and assisted in designing an efficient catering kitchen to provide
meals to the elderly and those in need.

John later married Sharon Kay Falling, and together they welcomed their
daughter, Jacqueline Kay.

John loved traveling, gathering with family and friends, and spending time with
his beloved church family at Grace Episcopal Church. He will be remembered



for his generosity, humor, leadership, and unwavering love for those around
him.

John is survived by his wife, Sharon, of the home; his children, John Lester
Champlin Il and wife Leann of Tombstone, Arizona; James Edward Champlin
and partner Jorge of Phoenix, Arizona; and Jacqueline Champlin-Smith and
husband Logan of Tulsa, Oklahoma. He is also survived by eight
grandchildren: Stephen Champlin and wife Jessica, David John Champlin and
wife Kate, Grayson Champlin, Caleb Swaringim and wife Kallie, Brooke
James and partner Brandi, Halle Swaringim-Daniels, Casler Dalati and
husband Jabreel, and Rosemary Champlin; along with thirteen plus one on
the way great-grandchildren.

Additional survivors include his brother, Richard George Champlin of
Brisbane, Australia; his sisters, Cheryl Darlene Theis and husband Kurt of
Middleton, Massachusetts; and Melissa Champlin and her wife of Lanai,
Hawaii.

John was preceded in death by his parents, John and Marge Champlin; his
daughter, Jodie Beth Swaringim-Champlin; and his brother, Edward Champlin.

Pallbearers will be his grandsons: Stephen Champlin, David John Champlin,
Grayson Champlin, And Caleb Swaringim. Honorary Pallbearers: Charles
Mason, Dr. John Freie, Ronnie Thorpe, Rick Hicks, and Cary Pruitt

A Celebration of Life service will at 11AM, Saturday, May 30, 2026 at Grace
Episcopal Church with a reception to follow.

Instead of flowers a donation to Grace’s Meals on Wings or to Clarehouse
(Hospice) in Tulsa would be greatly appreciated.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 30. 11:00 AM (CT)

Grace Episcopal Church
218 N. 6th Street
Muskogee, OK 74401



Tribute Wall

Gail Estep lit a candle in memory of John |

Champlin

Gail Estep - June 05 at 02:02 PM

Sharon, Jacqueline & family,

Condolences

I’'m so sorry to hear about the passing of John. May the special
memories you’ve made together help you through this difficult time.
Keeping you & the entire family in my prayers & warmest thoughts
as you navigate this difficult time. Wishing ya’ll hope and healing
when you’re ready.

**** (I still remember Jacqueline, as that sweet, little blonde haired
girl in my fourth grade class at Grant Foreman)

Darla Ryan - May 30 at 12:29 AM

Juliet B. purchased the Emerald Garden Basket
for the family of John Lester Champlin Jr..

Juliet B. - May 27 at 02:33 PM


https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cornerstoneofmuskogee.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| worked for John in the early 80s at Jaspers during my High School
Years. John was always a truly great boss but became a mentor &
friend to me. The Jaspers crew gave me a great send off when |
graduated High School & joined the military. Upon my return from
the military John asked me when | could start cooking again & gave
me a Head Chef position almost immediately. After working for
around another year for John while going to college, He & Sharon
gave me so much support & encouragement to follow my dream &
pursuit my Law Enforcement Career. John contacted the Sheriff
who told me that John had given me a reference so good the Sheriff
felt he had to hire me. So began my 30 year Law Enforcement
career. | will never forget everything John done for me. | would see
John & Sharon every so often over the years. | miss those days &
reminisce often about those days, but | know | was truly blessed to
have John in my life. The older | get | realize more every day that
God knows exactly when & who to put in your life. Prayers for
Sharon & rest of family, | know what a tremendous loss Johns
passing is to them.

Bobby Dean Lee

Bobby Lee - May 26 at 10:55 AM

My ex wife worked at jaspers, John and Sharon were great owners and
people, so sorry Sharon

John Estep - May 29 at 11:55 AM
RIP John,my condolences to Sharon,l sure miss Jaspers, my ex Gail
Satterfield Estep worked there,John and Sharon were great people

John Estep - May 29 at 12:00 PM



Enjoyed visiting with John at our many great meals at Jasper's.
Some great golfing times too. Larry Corvi

LarryCorvi - May 24 at 05:44 PM

John sat in front of me in the ninth grade in French class at Westerly
Junior High School (grades 7-9). He brought fun and warmth to the
class. | know he came out to a few of our high school reunions, but
not recently. | read his biography and was taken aback at the
fabulously successful life he has led. The family should be very
proud. | am sad that he is gone. He was a month younger than me.
Time passes, but the memories of such a wonderful person as
John, never die. You have my sympathy. Roberta Mudge Humble

Roberta Mudge Humble - May 24 at 10:18 AM

So sorry to hear about John. | just saw him
and Sharon the last couple of months or so. It

]
was so good to see them. We hadn't seen |
them in quite a while. Had many memories u
and fun with you and the family. Praying for
you all.

Cindy Dennis - May 22 at 06:41 PM

Monica Mabry lit a candle in memory of John
Champlin

AW

Monica Mabry - May 21 at 05:46 PM



